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16 January 2013
To: Horticultural Trades Association, National Farmers Union and CONFOR

Dear Sir/Madam

IMPORT OF TREES
I am writing to inform you of new notification requirements, taking effect on 17 January 2013, concerning the import of specified genera of trees – Platanus (Plane), Quercus (Oak), Castanea (Sweet chestnut) and Fraxinus (Ash). These changes will help to protect the UK’s plant health status, by strengthening measures already in place in relation to imports of trees.  Initially the new requirements apply in England only, where the vast majority of imports take place, but there is close liaison with Devolved Administrations who are considering their positions.

Imports of plane, oak, sweet chestnut and ash trees from third countries are already subject to statutory pre-arrival notification (through normal phytosanitary certification procedures), the new requirements introduce a similar statutory notification requirement for intra-EU trade and will mean that anyone importing trees of the genera concerned (including young planting material and seeds) must notify Fera in advance of their introduction, providing certain limited information about their destination.  The same requirements will apply for specified genera (oak, plane and chestnut) subject to the EU-Swiss Agreement imported from Switzerland under the terms of that Agreement.  Ash trees are not covered by the EU/Swiss agreement and so material imported from Switzerland is already subject to statutory pre-arrival notification requirements.

The Interim Report of the Tree Health and Plant Biosecurity Expert Taskforce has recommended that biosecurity should be strengthened to reduce risks at the border and within the UK.  Recommended measures include timely consideration  of EU Protected Zone status to protect against new threats before they arrive, notification of the import of high-risk plants and monitoring of threats including pathways into the UK to take rapid action where necessary.  Actions to supplement existing work in this area will be considered in the context of the recommendations made by the Task Force and any further ones included in their final report, due in spring 2013.

In the meantime, the process of regular (monthly) review of new and revised plant health threats is continuing and has concluded that, taking account of the interim recommendations of the Task Force, a statutory notification system for imports of certain tree genera will help to address specific risks identified in relation to these genera, by strengthening the statutory requirements which are already in place for them.  The genera concerned are:

(i) Plane

Plane trees are included in the EU Plant Passporting scheme.  There are also EU requirements on the movement of plane wood.   This is in response to the risk from plane wilt caused by Ceratocystis platani which has had a major impact in France’s Canal du Midi, with 42,000 trees needing to be felled.  It causes severe wilting and tree mortality and is also present in Italy and Switzerland.  The main pathway for movement is infected plants for planting.  There have been no cases in the UK, but it would very damaging if introduced.  This is because plane are commonly planted in urban situations in the UK, due to their reputation for tolerance to water shortage and high levels of pollution.  Other unregulated organisms affecting plane are known to be present elsewhere, which could be damaging if introduced to the UK. 

(ii) Oak  

Oak trees are included in the EU Plant Passporting Scheme.  UK measures are also in place in connection with the risk from oak processionary moth, which is present in many EU countries.  There have been a number of outbreaks of this pest linked to imported plants, with the main pathway being undetected egg masses moved on dormant plants.  The pest is now established in some London boroughs, but EU Protected Zone status is being sought for the remainder of the UK.  

(iii) Chestnut

Sweet chestnut trees are included in the EU Plant Passporting Scheme, with additional requirements for wood and bark being moved into and within Protected Zones.  Despite having EU Protected Zone status, the UK has experienced recent outbreaks of chestnut blight (Cryophectria parasitica) in sweet chestnut orchards, from plants imported from France.   Infected trees associated with the UK findings have been destroyed, with no evidence of spread in the vicinity of affected sites, although follow up work is continuing.  

(iv) Ash

Ash trees are not regulated under the EU Plant Health Directive, but UK measures are in place against Chalara fraxinea.  These restrict imports and movements to those from Pest Free Areas.  While no such Areas have currently been designated, they may be in future and statutory notification will provide a means of monitoring the movement of ash trees into the UK, if this happens.

Without notification of intra-EU trade there is no means of monitoring reliably the import of such plants (irrespective of whether they are plant passported). The aims of statutory notification are to: (a) raise awareness about the threats to these species; (b) provide intelligence about the level of trade; (c) facilitate tracing in the event of problems; (d) allow targeted inspections to be carried out by Fera and the Forestry Commission; and (e) generate evidence in support of further measures, if needed.  It will not be the intention to inspect every consignment notified, but the information will be helpful in making best use of surveillance resources, to focus on the highest risk plants (in terms of their source and intended destination etc).  Also, to help target follow up inspections and/or submission of samples for laboratory analysis. 

In the event of non-compliance with the notification requirements, Inspectors have powers to act under the Plant Health (England) Order 2005. The requirements would be described in a statutory Notice and could include re-export of the consignment or destruction. 
The arrangements described in this letter are designed to protect our plant health status and it is vital that those involved in importing oak, ash, sweet chestnut and plane trees take heed of the arrangements to mitigate the threat of introducing harmful organisms.  Any outbreak of a harmful organism would have substantial effects on affected businesses (through disruption and disposal costs etc) as well as for the wider industry, so your support in helping to keep the UK free of such organisms is appreciated. You can help by remaining vigilant for any symptoms of disease.  

Details of the existing notification requirements for material imported from outside the EU and the new requirements being introduced for material moving in intra-EU trade are set out in the attached annex.
Yours faithfully
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Annex
Statutory notification requirements for trees of oak, sweet chestnut, plane and ash

All trees of oak, sweet chestnut, plane and ash* being imported into England from outside the EU or from another EU Member State and Switzerland must be notified.
* 
Ash is not covered by the EU/Swiss agreement and so material imported from Switzerland requires a phytosanitary certificate rather than a plant passport.

For material imported from outside the EU (including Switzerland for ash trees)
At least four working days for material brought by air and at least three working days in any other case, the importer must supply details of: 

(a)
the relevant material (their genus and species)
(b)
quantity of relevant material 

(c)
consignor country 
(d)
country where consigned 

(e)
consignor 

(f)
importer 

(g)
country of destination 
(h)
intended point of entry in England 
(i)
air: Flight No: 

(j)
land: vehicle registration number 

(k)
sea: vessel name and container number or numbers 
(l)
expected date and time of arrival 

Notification can be made to the PHSI directly on the PEACH system:
http://www.fera.defra.gov.uk/plants/plantHealth/documents/importsPeachFileUploadApr11.ppt
For material introduced from another EU Member State (including Switzerland for oak, sweet chestnut and plane trees)
Before landing in England, the importer must supply details of:

(a) 
the intended date of introduction of the trees;

(b)
their intended first destination after landing;

(c)
the quantity of trees;

(d)
their genus and species; and

(e)
the producer’s identification number

Notification can be made to the PHSI directly on the eDomero system:

http://edomero.defra.gov.uk
Registration and user guidance can be found on the Homepage. 

In exceptional circumstances notifications can also be made to the following mailbox sent during office hours (09:00 - 17:00). planthealth.info@fera.gsi.gov.uk
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