Welcome to Newcastle



‘Newcastle fells more trees than any other
UK Council”

‘Newcastle ...the tree felling capital of the
UK’

as reported by the Sunday Times, June 2018



The article stated:

‘City felled 8,414 trees, out
of an estimated total tree
population of 800,000, over
the last three years’.

Of the 8.5k —

218 storm damaged

480 — dead, diseased and
stumps

202 ‘conifers’ inc. Leylandii
hedges

3.5k woodland
management, self-seeded
and suppressed specimens
Over 2000 were shrubs!

Estimated tree population
across the area of the City
- 1.2m+.
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A Tree Strategy for Newcastle upon Tyne

PART ONE

Action Plan
April 2002
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TREES*NEWCASTLE

A Tree Strategy for Newcastle upon Tyne

PART TWO
Tree Policy
April 2002
A
’ 6 "A -
2 a%u?ﬁedb’ Newcastle gl
szf Tity Coungl| AT

%
o 3
o,
R Ao AN
W At
A | S
!
¥ A
{ QRS
™ <
PI,I. 4
‘V
'3
W
174
WA
\
&
ke
WY
S
i .
Ry
| TR
N
\ 0

Set out three aims — protect the trees we have; care for them; plant more trees

TREES*NEWCASTLE

A Tree Strategy for Newcastle upon Tyne

PART THREE

Tree Management
Guidelines
April 2002
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Bigg Market
planted March ‘97 at 30 — 35cm girth — now 1.8m
in 2:1 soil : stone ‘fruitcake mix’ (as Prof Nina Bassuk)
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Laing Sq — in Thomas Heatherwick’s ‘Blue Carpet’
Planted December 1998, the largest tree (Plane) 16m high / 75cm girth in ‘Amsterdam soil’ - now measures 1.6m girth



2000 — two years after planting 2012 — twelve years after planting

St James Boulevard - trees planted winter 98/99 at 30 -35cm girth in “structural soil. Now up to 100cm girth.
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Tree Risk Management Plan

Newcastle City Council

April 2018
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Supplementary Planning Document
(SPD)

The Tree Landscape and Development
SPD will ensure trees and landscaping
are fully considered as part of
development proposals and promote
best practice for the provision of high
quality landscaping. It will set out clear
procedures for the retention and
protection of existing landscape
features and increase the provision and
diversity of landscaping... It is planned
to have the SPD adopted by 1 April
2019.

Tree Management Guidelines

These describe in broad terms where
we will consider pruning, felling or
other forms of tree management
work for our own trees which will be
carried out by the Arbor Team in
Operations Division. This document is
especially useful for discussing and
agreeing tree work with residents.
Residents raising tree related queries
via the Contact Centre or website will
be signposted to this document.



The Policies

The following policies which form this Tree Strategy aim to allow Newcastle City Council to retain healthy trees, increase canopy cover and
ensure species and age diversity across the City. This will be done through use of legislation, through the good practice contained in our Tree and
Hedge Management Guidance and Supplementary Planning Guidance in addition to working in partnership with landowners and developers to

encourage good practice.

Policy

)il Healthy trees and woodlands will be protected, retained and managed to ensure
healthy growth, development and species diversity. No tree will be felled or
pruned without good reason as set out in our Tree and Hedge Management

Guidelines.

—
N

Newcastle's tree stock and canopy cover will be increased to give greater species
and age diversity to ensure a healthy, balanced, tree population.

—
w

The Council will use its powers to prevent unnecessary damage to trees within all
construction/development in accordance with the current version of BS5837 and
pursue enforcement action where appropriate if trees are damaged or destroyed.

Using powers available under the Town and Country Planning Act, related
legislation and/or lease clauses, Newcastle City Council will, in the interests of
amenity, protect trees and woodlands that are of acknowledged value where they
are visible to the public, are in reasonable health and condition and where there is
a threat.

—
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Where Council land containing trees is to be sold, the trees will be assessed to
determine whether protection via a TPO or restrictive clause in a lease is
appropriate to ensure retention for the benefit of the wider population.

ree Policy Detail

The Council will engage with partners, the public and other landowners to
raise awareness of tree protection, maintenance, planting and establishment
best practice.

The Council will seek compensation from any external organisation responsible
for significant damage to or removal of any council owned tree(s) to the value
as calculated by CAVAT.

Hedges that are of visual amenity, archaeological or nature conservation value
and are in reasonable health and condition will be retained, protected and
managed to ensure healthy growth as set out in and Tree and Hedge
Management Guidance.

Newcastle City Council will seek to regenerate and increase traditional, locally
native hedgerows with inclusion of hedgerow trees.

In conjunction with the Tree Team, land holding departments and teams will
ensure appropriate management of their hedges. Requests for work to hedges
on Council land will be assessed in accordance with legislation and the Tree and
Hedge Management Guidelines.



Tree Strategy - the next steps:

* Monitor and review strategy annually to ensure action are being met and progress is being
made on actions identified.

* Production of annual report :

To ensure the number of trees and level of canopy cover is being maintained and increased the

report will include -

* A comparison of the felling rate against replacement tree planting rate

* A summary of new planting included in both public and private development schemes (including
highways)

To ensure our own trees are properly looked after and the quantity and species variation is
improved the report will include

* The level of tree loss among trees planted over the year

* Atable outlining the number and type of trees planted.

* A summary of the inspection and surveying work undertaken over the year

To assess how private land owners have been encouraged to manage their trees in accordance with
the strategy and tree protection legislation the report will include

* An assessment of changes in the tree canopy cover over a 5 year period

* The number of applications to fell TPO’d trees approved over the year

* A summary of enforcement actions taken following reported contraventions

The canopy cover will be assessed through an i-Tree study using the data from the 2018 study as a
comparator.



iTree Canopy Cover survey - completed June 2018

Why — measuring the tree canopy cover provides the means to help
planners, designers, managers of urban trees and communities
consider trees as a distinct and essential part of the infrastructure of
the built environment.

‘Trees and urban tree cover are implicitly linked to key concepts
emphasised and highlighted within the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF). Sustainability, ecosystem services and green
infrastructure are all dependent on the significant contribution that
trees in the urban forest make. Of the 13 sections of the NPPF trees are
able to contribute to meeting the objectives of 11 of them.’

(Extract from Treeconomics NCC Canopy Cover Assessment report)

‘Trees, and the benefits which they provide are crucial to securing
economic, social and environmentally sustainable development’ and
‘trees also contribute to positive improvements in the quality of the
built and natural environment’ — NPPF Introduction.

32
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Newcastle upon Tyne - Tree canopy cover as at June 2018

Ward Tree Canopy Cover (%)
Castio | | fsthirs Hill \ 1650
Chapat | Borwod anv: Scotowood 2080
Bkelow | 2 Blakeiaw | 1250
Wakergate | %
Vst Fenbamn | 5 Byker 1£.30
Bykar | Callertor and Theockiey | 1550
Wingrove | Costia 10.20
Danton and Westohicpe |
: Crapel | 1020
Ousobum | { Dene ana South Gostoeth 2300
Kingston Park Soutn | ' -  Derton and Wostorhope | 1250
Caflerton and Throckley - | : Elowick 14,30
Woker | 2 > Fawdén s ot Gosforth 1820
Mance Park | { Gosforth 2430
Fawdon and West Gosforth | Haaton \ 1820
Hoaton |
Elsvd ; Konton 1880
Koo | 3 ‘ Kingston Park South | 1550
Banwel and Scotawood || . Lerniigion 2150
L"“"W: : . : Maror Park | 17.40
North Jeamond Morumant 1480
South Jesmond | | Nem.lonmud B
Parklands | ' ‘ Ounabum 1620
0 o 20 3 A0 Parklands | 2160
Cancpy Cover (%) South Jesmond 28.00
Fgura 3 Canopy Covar ranked by % avoa por ward for Nowcasts Ve T
Walargato 1280
Wios: Ferham | 1@z
Wingrove 1250
City of Newcastle Average 18.10

The average canopy cover across the City is calculated at 18.1% - ranging by ward from 10.2% - 31.6%
The national average, of 320 towns and cities surveyed is 17%.
Newcastle’s ranking is therefore #112 of 320.



Results of iTree Canopy Survey compared against information from ONS:

House Prices

Avevage Hovuse Price (£)
100,000 - 150,000
7 150,003 - 200,000
B 200,000 - 250,000
B 250,000 - 300,000

Fgua & Moty Mo axpoctancy for inales by MSOA arsa (inset: Canapy Cover by ward),

4 1 Healthy Life Expectancy

Healthy Life Expectancy

Figure 11: indax of Multpie Deprivation by LS0A eroa. Ward boundarxss shown. (insal: Cancpy Cover by
ward)

Fgure 12 Inclax of
Muticle Dapynastion and
aVREe (oo sover.

Index of Multiple Deprivation

Figura 15: Hexse Price dels by MSOA araa. A boundanos shown (Insst: Canopy Cover by Ward)

Loz traan 18% fron covar More an 18% troe cover

4 5 House Prices




Potential Plantable Space —

Ward Potentianl Plantable Spece
)
Ly HU 4
Sl 200 Soobewodd oL
Sidwaw 440
2.4 127
Calarion and Theockooy a7
Chaped 458
Dane and South Goglore 57
Banson and Wealatoon 230
Elwick 167
Fawdon ard 'West Goslonh 150
Eoetont 120
Haon 121
andcs 4
#ngeaon Park Souh 303
NGO 60
Manor Park 195
| P AT f S
Moeth Jasonond 53
Pandands 2
SO Jeamond a7
Wadker 173
b arQina 141
Wast Fardam 250
Wiogeove 420
Caty of Newcastio Average 253

iTree — the next steps —

* ldentify areas for tree planting to achieve the 20% canopy cover target by 2050.

* Undertake iTree Eco Survey using City Council staff resources and Treeconomics
working with volunteers to under the survey work. The Woodland Trust are to
assist with this work.

The outcome of the iTree Eco Survey will provide data that will assist in making
effective resource management decisions, develop policy and set priorities for a
town’s trees and greenspaces.

In addition the study will give a fiscal value to the ecosystem benefits Newcastle’s
trees provide for:

eStorm water attenuation and assess their current value.

eAnnual carbon storage and value

eAnnual amount of carbon sequestered and value

eAmount of pollution removed annually and value

*Energy savings attributed to trees in relation to buildings.

The study will identify areas to be considered in future planting programmes and
will provide information which policy makers can use to take full account of trees in

future development management decision making.

Target date for completion and publication of report December 2019.



